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the a priori argument, which is independent of
all experience and observation, to show, first, the
fallacy of the infidel in his way of conducting it;
and, secondly, that when properly unfolded, from
the working of the mind with abstract thought,
it is most powerfully upon the side of revealed
truth. From the force of circumstances, the na-
ture of things, and the laws of mind, that argu-
mentative process shows that the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, while it teaches wonderful things, does not
teach inconsistencies ; it shows that the very ex-
istence of the Gospel is inexplicable on any other
supposition than that of its heaventy origin; and
that, regarding it as a mere human performance,
it is seen to be girt about with self-evident im-
possibility, asserting a mightier miracle than has
ever been witnessed since the world began. In
the nature of things, the Gospel cannot exist un-
less it be true; but it does exist, therefore it is
true.

In what I shall have to say of the Scriptures, I
shall mainly confine my references to the five his-
torical books of the Evangelists, and the five books
of Moses, commonly called the Pentateuch, and
for this reason: The science of revealed truth,
like every other science, is built upon a foundation
of facts; and because no other but the Christian
religion can say this, no other religion can claim
connection with science. These books contain all
the facts in the case, which, if shown to be indubit-
ably true, just as all other historical facts are
proven, infidelity will be left speechless, though it
may long gibber like a drunken man.